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Dear Fellow Servant Leaders, 
 

 It is hard to believe that we are entering into a new year; even more, itõs hard to believe that it is 2008. As we draw closer to 
the Lordõs return (Lord come quickly!!!), I believe the stakes are increasing with each passing day. Our enemy, Satan, knows his days 
are numbered, and he is increasing his attacks. From my district-wide vantage point, I sense an increase in conflict, strife and contention 
on every level. Military pilots have been known to say, òYou only receive flak when youõre over the enemyõs strongholds.ó Praise the 
Lord that the battle is already won through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross!!! Despite our assured victory, battles are 
raging and leaders are in the cross hairs of the enemy. As you continue in the fray please remember that you have a district leadership 
team ready to come alongside. You also have a district chaplain who is eager to be your advocate and confidant. Rev. William P. Wood 
has written the following article with you in mind. Remember, you are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus!!! 
 
   
 

T 
he chaplaincy program will soon have been operating in our district for two years. Some changes in structure and per-
sonnel have occurred, and I wanted to make you aware of them, and to thank you for your positive response to, and 
support of this ministry. 

 

 First, the emphasis on the chaplains making the first contact with the official worker has been somewhat shifted to those 
in need initiating the contact. This does not mean that the chaplains will never make the first call, but only that they are available. 
They find that visits resulting from a call for help are far more productive and cost effective, and less intrusive. 
 

 Secondly, as some of you will be aware, Rev. Howard Darr, the chaplain for the 
northeastern quadrant, has relocated to Kinsman, OH. He has been replaced by the Rev. 
Bernard Knefley of Coudersport. Bernieõs appointment becomes effective as of January 1st, 
2008, and his presence in, and ongoing ministry among the pastoral families of that area 
make him an ideal choice. 
 

 Thirdly, we are requesting your help in tailoring this ministry to most effectively 
meet your needs. Without your input we have to guess about how we can best serve you. 
Therefore, I am asking for suggestions, constructive criticism, advice, or any comments you 
might have which you feel would help us to improve the program. Our greatest concern is 
that we are serving you in the best possible way to most effectively meet your needs. 
 

 I also want to remind you of the availability of Cottage #105, the former Sutton 
cottage, for your use. For details and/or reservations contact me by phone at 724-863-5179 
or email wpnjwood@yahoo.com. My mailing address is as follows: 10500 Roseway Blvd, 
North Huntingdon, PA,  15642. 
 

 May God give each of you a blessed and healthy New Year! 
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Prayer Requests - Please remember these special needs in prayer. 
 

§ Steve Amidon, brother-in-law of Linda Hammond (Beaverdale Alliance), severely in-
jured his leg and foot while at work. Steve had three surgeries to save his foot. Doctors 
advised him that part or all of his foot may have to be amputated. Please pray for Steve 
and his family as they make this very difficult decision. 

§ Rev. Dan Hammond, pastor of Beaverdale Alliance, had two 
spots of skin cancer removed form his forehead December 26. 

§ Rev. Donald Miles, retired pastor, had gallbladder surgery in De-
cember. Please pray for Rev. Miles. 

§ Barbara Miller, widow of Pastor Don Miller, had a biopsy which 
revealed melanoma in the liver. Barbara also broke her arm. A tumor in her arm deterio-
rated the bone. She is staying with her son Steven in Clearfield. If you would like to con-
tact Barbara her email address is:bjdw1@verizon.net. 

§ Mary Francis Perkins, aunt of Rev. Jeff Norris, is battling undifferentiated cancer. She 
had several surgeries and has begun chemo treatments. She is now having kidney prob-
lems. 

§ Pastor Jimmy Stine, Pastor of the Saltsburg Alliance Church Plant, was injured in an 
accident at work and has been diagnosed with a complete tear of the rotator cuff in his 
right arm. He will have to have surgery in the near future. 

 

In Remembrance - Please remember the families in prayer 
 

Shellie Gardlock, member of the Curwensville Alliance Church, passed away suddenly in 
Burkina Faso. Shellie was on a four month short-term missions trip with Lorinda Robinson 
and other C&MA missionaries. Shellie is the only child of Mr. & Mrs. Gardlock of the Cur-
wensville Alliance Church. Please pray for Shellieõs family, friends and the Burkina Faso 
missionaries during this difficult time. 
 
Rev. Merle Gifford, former WPA District pastor, went home to be with the Lord, De-
cember 3 at age 97. He suffered a stroke in November. Rev. Gifford served at Chicora and 
Hopewell Alliance Churches and was a frequent visitor at Mahaffey Camp. Memorial ser-
vices were held at the Elizabethtown, PA Alliance Church. 

District News 

   

Sheraton Four PointsSheraton Four PointsSheraton Four Points   
Cranberry Twp, PACranberry Twp, PACranberry Twp, PA   
April 29 April 29 April 29 ---   May 1May 1May 1   

   

Watch your mailbox forWatch your mailbox forWatch your mailbox for   
registration information.registration information.registration information.   

2008 
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Welcome Rev .  Tom & Pat  Ba in 
 

T om and Pat Bain are the new pastor and wife at The Alliance Church in St. Marys, PA. They both grew up in church-
going families. Tom and Pat came to personal faith in Christ through the ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ while 

attending college; Tom at the University of California in Berkeley, CA, and Pat at the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, 
WI. After graduation, they felt called into vocational Christian ministry with Campus Crusade.  
 

 The Bains met through the summer training ministries of Campus Crusade for Christ in 1975 and were married in 
1977. They have two adult children; Katie, who is a school teacher in Baltimore, MD, and Daniel, who works for an 
accounting firm and lives in Sheboygan, WI. Tom completed a Master of Divinity degree in 1987 and was a pastor or 
associate pastor for three churches before coming to St Marys. Tom served two churches within the Evangelical Free Church 
of America and later transferred his credentials to The Alliance while he was associate pastor at Faith Alliance Church in 
Chilton, WI. Most recently Tom served in a one year training program in Clinical Pastoral Education as a chaplain/resident 
in a regional hospital in Saginaw, MI. In addition to supporting Tom in his ministry, Pat loves teaching womenõs Bible studies 
and speaking on Christian themes to womenõs groups. She also has several years experience in childrenõs ministry through 
AWANA and Vacation Bible School. Both Tom and Pat are grateful for the opportunity to serve our Lord in their new 
ministry as pastor and wife in St. Marys. 
 
 

 

Packets regarding annual reports have been sent from the National Office and are due no later 

than February 28. Those churches who do not have internet access should submit their paper 

report to the District Office. Please remember that we need to hear from every church, even 

those currently without a pastor. If you have questions or need more information, contact Kathy 

at the District Office by phone: 814-938-6920, or email: andersonk@cmawpa.org. 
 

 

 

T  hank you to the DuBois Alliance Church for making available to us their beautifully 
decorated fellowship hall and to Pastors Tim Connor and Jon Sutton for helping to make 

sure everything went smoothly. Thank you to Pastor Joe Barth and Keith for performing the 
beautiful dinner music which they donated for our enjoyment. We appreciate that so many 
joined us for our banquet on such a wintry evening.  It was a great time of fellowship. 
 

District Churches Without Pastors 
Anyone interested in submitting a resume should send it to the attention of Rev. Jeffery Norris, DS,       

341 Chestnut St, Punxsutawney, PA  15767 or call 814-938-6920. 
 

§ Churches Actively Seeking Pastors 
 

 

 

§ Churches With Credentialed Interim Pastors: Acmetonia, Erie Grandview and Clearfield 

§ Churches With Lay Leadership or Pulpit Supply: Beccaria and Gray 

Å  Critchfield Å  Osceola Mills Å  St Michael Park View Å  Ambridge 

Å  McDonald Å  Pgh Hilltop Community  Å  Braznell 

Å  NC Clifton Flat Å  Portersville  Å  Clymer 

Å  Coraopolis Whosoever Å  NC Washington Union Å  Shinglehouse  

District News, continued 

Thank 
You 



Reflections 
Rev. Philip Harrison, Assistant District Superintendent 

 

ñAs the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set                  

out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan          

village to get things ready for himéò  (Luke 9:51-5,NIV) 

E  ver aware of His mission, 
Jesus òresolutely set out for 
Jerusalem.ó He allowed 

nothing to dissuade or distract Him 
from reaching His goal, the salvation of 
our souls! 

 

 At the beginning of a new year, 
we have the opportunity to look for-
ward: to hope and to dream of what 
God wants to accomplish through us. 
What is the destination which God has 
placed on your heart for 2008 and be-
yond? 

 

 Last year, I arranged for a 
guest instructor to meet with a group 
of church leaders. I emailed detailed 
instructions on how to find the meeting 
place. However, he ended up approach-
ing from a different direction and ex-
perienced no problems because his 
rental car had a GPS mapping device 
that led him directly to the proper des-
tination! 

 

 Using satellite triangulation 
technology, GPS devices pinpoint the 

userõs current 
location with 
amazing accu-
racy! Before we 
plan a trip, we 
must know 
where we are 
on the map. In 
planning our 
direction as a 
church, we 
might name 

our current location as òreality.ó We 
must recognize or understand where 
we are on our journey as a church (or 
as a believer) before we can know how 
to reach our goal or destination. Pas-

tors play a key role in helping church 
leaders òdefine reality.ó 

 

 The amazing GPS technology 
can tell you where you are, but it canõt 
give you directions unless you plug in 
your destination. As a church, we must 
seek Godõs will as to where He would 
have us go. What is Godõs òpreferred 
futureó for your church? 

 

 Once the destination is en-
tered, the GPS device uses mapping 
software to òcalculateó a successful 
route to get you where you want to go. 
Without this software, the device can 
only tell you where you are. It cannot 
give you direction. In the church, we 
must òdefine reality,ó discover Godõs 
òpreferred futureó and then plan our 
strategy for the journey. òStrategic 
thinkingó is essential as we follow 
Godõs voice to the òpromised land.ó 

 

 Some GPS devices allow the 
user to select the type of route they 
desire to follow such as shortest, quick-
est or scenic. In giving this input, the 
user is telling the device what is impor-
tant or of value to him/her. Values are 
critical to our strategic plans in the 
church. They are the road signs that 
keep us safe and help us make the nec-
essary mid-course corrections on our 
journey. 

 

 As a district we are committed 
to developing Christ-like Servant Lead-
ers and Healthy Christ-centered 
Churches. One of the key strategies we 
are using to accomplish our goals is the 
Issachar coaching cluster. Thirty-seven 
official workers are already involved in 
the clusters with plans to multiply addi-
tional clusters in the fall. 

 

 Along our journey, we are 
keeping watch for the road signs 
(district core values): 

¶ Lost people matter to God! Our mis-
sion is to find them. 

¶ Prayer is vital for Christian life and 
service. Our priority is to seek first 
His Kingdom in prayer. 

¶ Everything we have belongs to God. 
Our responsibility is to be wise stew-
ards.  

¶ God wants His people to become 
His fully devoted followers. Our de-
votion expresses itself through love 
for God and love for others. 

¶ Without faith, it is impossible to 
please God. Our planning and prac-
tice take God pleasing risks. 

¶ Social justice is a passion of God. 
Our faith champions justice for all. 

 

In coming months, REFLECTIONS  
will explore more deeply each of these 
core values. 

 

May the Lord Jesus bless you and your 
congregation as you move forward 
for God! 

What is the 

destination which 

God has placed 

on your heart for 

2008 and beyond? 
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òShare the 
Rideó 

Childrenôs Mission    

Project 2007-2008 
 

ñShare the Rideò with Rev. Robert and 

Cheryl Fugate and Tom Orme, Director of 

ñVision for Chile.ò ***Please Note: Rev. 

Fugate was graciously presented with a 

van for the girls home. He also ministers to 

a Boys Home in Linares, Chile. The money 

donated for the van will be redirected to 

the boys home. The PowerPoint Presenta-

tion has been revised to show the change. 

If you would like to have a copy, contact 

Ruby at the District Office by phone 814-

938-6920 or email piszkerr@cmawpa.org. 

 

2008 YOUTH RETREATS2008 YOUTH RETREATS2008 YOUTH RETREATS   
Family First Sports ParkFamily First Sports ParkFamily First Sports Park   

Erie, PAErie, PAErie, PA   
   

Senior High RetreatSenior High RetreatSenior High Retreat   

BREAKAWAYBREAKAWAYBREAKAWAY    
APRIL 11APRIL 11APRIL 11---13, 200813, 200813, 2008   

Watch for details to arrive at Watch for details to arrive at Watch for details to arrive at 

your church in January.your church in January.your church in January.   

   
Junior High RetreatJunior High RetreatJunior High Retreat   

JOLTJOLTJOLT    
OCTOBER 17OCTOBER 17OCTOBER 17---19, 200819, 200819, 2008   

   

   

Youth Pastors/Directors and Youth Pastors/Directors and Youth Pastors/Directors and 

Spouses RetreatSpouses RetreatSpouses Retreat   
Riverside Inn,  

Cambridge Springs, PA 

May 14-16, 2008 
 

(Additional details on page 7)  

Family Mission Trip 
Matamoros Mexico 

With Dan & Sue Garland 
¦Live to Give Missions§ 

 

A family missions experience is economi-

cal and has an awesome impact on your 

family. The trip is from one Saturday to 

the next and it is best to go from Novem-

ber through the end of February. A trip 

requires a minimum of four families, up 

to twenty families with a maximum num-

ber of 80 people. You will take part in 

construction, VBS, orphanage visitation, 

hospital ministry, sports evangelism, and 

feeding program. For details contact: 

Dansuegar5@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
PASTORèS CONFERENCE 

February 22 -25, 2008  
Cincinnati, OH  

 

For more information and/or to register 
go to http://conference.youthministri.com/
index.asp. 

 
 
 
 

GLOBAL IMPACT 
April 26, 2008  

A one day event to expose and moti-
vate middle and high school students 
to fulfill their part in the Great Com-
mission. Get details at their website: 
www.urbanimpactpittsburgh.org/
globalimpact 
 
 
 

Called to Serve  
Rescheduled 

November 7 -9, 2008  
A weekend conference for high 

school students to explore their call to 
missions and ministry. Also training 
for youth pastors is included. More 

details to follow this spring. 
 

D i s c i p l e m a k i n g  M i n i s t r i e s 
M r s .  C h e r y l  G r o s s o e h m e ,  D i r e c t o r 

      For the For the For the    

Vital ForceVital ForceVital Force    
   Boomers+Boomers+Boomers+   

   

Senior Adult LuncheonsSenior Adult LuncheonsSenior Adult Luncheons    
April 22April 22April 22 --- 24, 200824, 200824, 2008    

   

Washington Alliance ChurchWashington Alliance ChurchWashington Alliance Church    
April 22April 22April 22    

   

Erie First Alliance ChurchErie First Alliance ChurchErie First Alliance Church    
April 23April 23April 23    

   

Mahaffey CampMahaffey CampMahaffey Camp    
April 24April 24April 24    

   

Details will be sent to all churches and 
senior adults in January. If you would like 
to be added to the Senior Adult Mailing 
List for senior adult events, please contact 
Ruby by email piszkerr@cmawpa.org or 
phone 814-938-6920. 

 

Senior Adult RecognitionSenior Adult RecognitionSenior Adult Recognition    
At Mahaffey CampAt Mahaffey CampAt Mahaffey Camp    

Tuesday, July 22, 2008Tuesday, July 22, 2008Tuesday, July 22, 2008    
   

Senior Adult ConferenceSenior Adult ConferenceSenior Adult Conference    
Riverside InnRiverside InnRiverside Inn    

Cambridge Springs, PACambridge Springs, PACambridge Springs, PA    
September 22September 22September 22 --- 24, 200824, 200824, 2008    
   
   

 
 
 
If you have questions or need more 
information on any of the events 
listed on this page, contact Ruby at 
the District Office by phone 814-938-
6920 or email piszkerr@cmawpa.org. 
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