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I   have been bombarded with all kinds of sentiments of love in my recent trips to the store. With Valentineõs Day 

upon us, the commercial world is assisting us in our endeavors to express love to family and friends by supply-

ing cards and gifts. As we know, we can go through the motions of buying a card or 

purchasing a gift and not really express love to someone. Love is more than words in a card or a gift

-wrapped present. John admonishes by saying, òDear children, let us not love with words or tongue 

but with actions and in truthó (I John 3:18 NIV). 

 Scripture provides several examples of true love expressed in action. One of these examples is 

found in Luke 10. Jesus is responding to the question posed to him by a lawyer who wanted to 

know how to inherit eternal life. Jesus refers the lawyer to the Law which says, òLove the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind,õ 

and õLove your neighbor as yourselfõó (Luke 10:27 NIV). Evidently the lawyer was having a problem 

with loving his neighbor because the Scripture tells us that, òthe man wanted to justify his actions, so 

he asked Jesus, õAnd who is my neighbor?õó (Luke 10:29 NLT). Jesus responds by telling the story 

of the Good Samaritan. In this story, we see that love was expressed in actions. Two religious 

leaders, seeing the man lying on the side of the road, passed by on the other side. The Samaritan 

seeing the man in need had compassion on him. But he didnõt stop with just feeling compassion 

toward the man. He could have had good feelings toward the man. He could have simply felt sorry for the man. He could 

have even walked over to the man and expressed his compassion verbally. But instead his compassion motivated him to take 

action. He cared for the  manõs wounds. He put him on his own donkey and transported him to a place of safety. Once they 

arrived at the inn, he spent the night caring for the injured man. The following day prior to the 

Samaritan man leaving the inn to continue his trip, he provided out of his own resources for the 

ongoing care of the needy man. This is the type of love Jesus calls us to demonstrate. This kind 

of love is not always convenient. It may not always fit our schedules. It will require a sacrifice of 

our time and resources. 

 

 Jesus demonstrated his love for us when he òdid not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped; but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death 

on a cross!ó (Philippians 2:6-8 NIV). Jesusõ expression of love was one of true humility and cost 

him his very life. Truly Jesusõ expression of love toward us could be called extravagant. 

 

 Jesusõ example should motivate us to love others. In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, Paul says, 

òChristõs love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he 

died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.ó One of the 

greatest expressions of love we can show to others is to share the Gospel with them. Paul informs us, òthat God was reconcil-

Continued on page 6 

Luke 10:27 

 

Love  

   is 

  more  

than Words!  



FUTURE  FORECAST: 
Ministry Implications for 
Retirement in America 

Speaker: Rev. Joe Burchill 
April 29 and April 30 

 
Lay delegates and corre-
sponding delegates 
(Official Workers ex-
cluded) are invited to at-
tend the Future Forecast 
Workshop being offered 
during District Conference. 
Register for the workshop 
when you complete the 
registration form for Dis-
trict Conference.  
 
We would also like to ex-
tend the invitation to oth-
ers who are interested in 
taking part in this work-
shop. For those who will 
not be attending District 
Conference but would like 
to attend the workshop, 
contact Ruby by email 
piszkerr@cmawpa.org or 
phone 814-938-6920 to 
register. The cost is $20 per 
person. We may be able to 
help with lodging informa-
tion but there is no meal 
package available. 

Packets 
regarding 
annual re-
ports have 
been sent 
from the 
National 

Office and are due no later 
than February 29. Those 
churches who do not have 
internet access should sub-
mit their paper report to 
the District Office. Please 
remember that we need to 
hear from every church, 
even those currently with-
out a pastor. If you have 
questions or need more 
information, contact Kathy 
at the DO by phone: 814-
938-6920 or email: ander-
sonk@cmawpa.org. 

 

 

In order to 
prepare 
the 2009 
District 
Operating 
Budget for 
presentation to District 
Conference 2008, pastors 

need to complete the Pas-
tor Salary Form. and return 
it to the DO by March 1. 
Failure to do so will result 
in a larger financial com-
mitment from your church 
to the DOB. This is early 
due to the April District 
Conference date. It is im-
portant that you respond 
by the date indicated, so 
that district budget infor-
mation may be prepared in 
this short time frame. Pas-
tor Salary Forms are found 
on the District Web site at 
www.cmawpa.org; then 
click on Forms and Salary 
Forms. Questions? Contact 
Dixie by phone: 814-938-
6920 or email her at 
mcintired@cmawpa.org. 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAYS 
FOR 2008 AND  2009 

 
Ken Furl, Regional Con-
sultant for The Orchard 
Foundation, is scheduling 
meetings for Fall of ô08 
and Winter/Spring of ô09. 
Ken is available for Stew-
ardship Sundays in 
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Sheraton Four Points, Cranberry Twp, PA 
April 29 - May 1, 2008 

Theme: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 
   

Guests Include: 

§ Dr. Gary Benedict, President of The C&MA 

§ Dr. John Bradley, MDiv, CMP, IDAK President and    
   Certified Counselor 

§ Rev. Joseph Burchill, Associate Director of Life         
   Impact Ministries 

§ Chiz Rider, Musician - Trumpet Ministry 
   

Materials regarding conference have been mailed. Attendance is mandatory for official workers; 
written excuses to be absent must be requested in advance in writing. ALL District Conference 
registrations will be made online (without penalty) through March 24, 2008. ALL registrations 

made after March 24 will be assessed a $25 late fee. Check the pre-Conference mailing for details.  
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Miss Ruth Ellen Blews, 
Retired Missionary to In-
dia, passed into the Lordõs 
presence, January 28. She 
was 91 years old. A memo-
rial service was held for her 
at the New Castle First 
Alliance Church. 

Mrs. Ruth Nicholson, 
window of Rev. Melvin 
Nicholson (former district 
pastor) went home to be 
with the Lord, January 20. 
Services were held at the 
New Castle First Alliance 
Church. 

Mrs. Wanda Radford, 
wife of Rev. Paul Radford, 
(Retired Pastor), and sister 
of Mrs. Don (Betty) Miles 
(Retired in the District) 
passed away January 27. A 

memorial service is being 
planned for March 1. Mrs. 
Radford was formerly of 
PA. 

Mrs. Beverly Frye Sny-
der, Mother of Rev. 
Robert Frye, Pastor of 
Mahaffey Alliance, passed 
away February 3. Services 
were held at the Bolger 
Funeral Home in Williams-
burg, PA. 

John and Carlie Tracy 
(Assistant Pastor of 
Ridgway C&MA) an-
nounce the birth of a  
daughter, Selah Iris Tracy 
born January 14. Selah 
weighed 6 lbs 15 oz and 
was 20ó long. John 
writes, òShe came in style 
and in adventure...in an 

 

 

ambulance!ó Selah was 
greeted by her brother 
Aden.  
 
 
 
Nathan and Serena  
Grossoehme (Assistant 
Pastor of Oak Hill 
C&MA) would like to 

Welcome the Two New Arrivals 

District Churches 

Without Pastors 
 

¶ Ambridge 

¶ Braznell 

¶ Clymer 

¶ Coraopolis Whosoever 

¶ Critchfield 

¶ McDonald 

¶ NC Clifton Flat 

¶ NC Washington Union 

¶ Osceola Mills 

¶ Pgh Hilltop Community 

¶ Portersville 

¶ Shinglehouse 

¶ St Michael Parkview 

 

Churches With Creden-

tialed Interim Pastors 

¶ Erie Grandview 

¶ Clearfield 

 

Churches With Lay Lead-

ership or Pulpit Supply 

¶ Beccaria 

¶ Gray 

 

Anyone interested in sub-

mitting a resume should 

send it to the attention of: 

¶ Rev. Jeffery Norris, DS 

 341 Chestnut Street      

 Punxsutawney, PA 15767     

 Phone: 814-938-6920 

announce the birth of a 
son, Liam Daniel, born 
January 31 weighing 7 lb 
3 oz. and 20ó long.  Liam 
did have breathing prob-
lems described as a col-
lapsed lung. He is now 
doing very well and was 
welcomed home by his 
big sister, Courtney. 

In Remembrance - Please remember the family in prayer 
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Steve Amidon, Brother-in
-law of Linda Hammond, 
Beaverdale Alliance, is in 
excellent spirits and contin-
ues to trust in the Lord 
daily following his amputa-
tion. Continue to pray for 
Steve and his family. 

Rev. Joe Burchill,  Life 
Impact Ministries, did not 
have a heart attack but 
rather a cardiac episode. 
There is no damage to the 

heart but there are several 
blockages. Doctors feel 
that a regimen of medica-
tion, new diet and exercise 
should improve the prob-
lems he is experiencing. 
The Burchills appreciate 
your prayer support. 

Jennifer Norris, daughter 
of Jeff and Lynette Norris, 
DS, had her tonsils re-
moved and experienced 
post-tonsillectomy secon-
dary bleeding and was re-
admitted to the hospital. 
She is now doing well and 
returned to school. Thank 

you for your prayers. 

 Rev. Hiraim Westover, 
Pastor of Karthaus Alli-
ance, fell on the ice and 
broke his hip.  No surgery 
was needed since the bones 
were not out of  place. 
Physical therapy was pre-
scribed.  

Rev. Dan Hammond, 
Pastor of Beaverdale Alli-
ance, received the biopsy 
results of the three spots 
on his skin. There is no 
sign of cancer but òpre-
cancer cells.ó PTL. 

Prayer Requests  - Remember these special needs in prayer 
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T  he Western Pennsylvania 

District of The Christian 

and Missionary Alliance is 

committed to developing Christ-like 

Servant Leaders and Healthy Christ-

centered Churches. As we move for-

ward on this journey, we are reflecting 

on and embracing our district core val-

ues: 

¶ Lost people matter to God! Our 

mission is to find them. 

¶ Prayer is vital for Christian life 

and service. Our priority is to 

seek first His Kingdom in prayer. 

¶ Everything we have belongs to 

God. Our responsibility is to be 

wise stewards.  

¶ God wants His people to become 

His fully devoted followers. Our 

devotion expresses itself through 

love for God and love for others. 

¶ Without faith, it is impossible to 

please God. Our planning and 

practice take God pleasing risks. 

¶ Social justice is a passion of God. 

Our faith champions justice for 

all. 

 

Letõs hone in on the first core value: 

Lost people matter to God! 

Our mission is to find them. 
 

 Some will quickly say, òWe know 

this value. We believe this value.ó Oth-

ers might say, òThis is why we exist!ó 

Yes, this value statement might seem to 

be a òno braineró but the question is, 

òDo we truly own this value?ó If we 

do, it will have a tremendous impact on 

the way we live and serve. 

 

 As Jesus was on his way to Jerusa-

lem where He would fulfill His mission 

to give His life as the sacrifice for our 

sins, He and the crowds with Him 

passed by Jericho where Zaccheus 

lived.  When Jesus stopped and minis-

tered to Zaccheus, the òreligious faith-

fuló of the day saw this intervention as 

an unwise interruption or inconven-

ience which kept Jesus from moving on 

to more important things. Why should 

anyone waste his time on a traitorous 

tax agent of the oppressive Roman 

government? But to Jesus, Zaccheus 

was neither an interruption nor a side 

issue. Reaching lost people was the key 

issue, and Zaccheus was ready to re-

pent and turn  back to God. When the 

crowds grumbled, Jesus replied, òToday 

salvation has come to this houseéó 

(Luke 19:9, NAS)  

 

 Was Jesus on His way to important 

ministry? Absolutely! He was on His 

way to Jerusalem. However, His mis-

sion was to òseek and to save that 

which was lost.ó òLost people matter 

to God.  Our mission is to find 

them.ó 

 

 How are you practicing this value in 

your life and in the life of your church? 

All of us are doing lots of good, impor-

tant things. 

Jesus did 

not allow 

the good 

to interfere 

with the 

best. He 

remained 

ever true to 

His mis-

sion. 

 

 May 

each of us 

truly reflect 

this passion 

and value 

of Jesus in our personal and church 

ministries. May our Heavenly Father be 

pleased to bless us and our congrega-

tions as we actively engage in inten-

tional and missional outreach for 

Christ! 
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Reflections 
By Rev. Philip Harrison, Assistant District Superintendent 

òFor the Son 

of Man has 

come to seek 

and to save 

that which 

was lost.ó 
 

Luke 19:10, NAS 
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2008 YOUTH RETREATS2008 YOUTH RETREATS2008 YOUTH RETREATS   
Family First Sports ParkFamily First Sports ParkFamily First Sports Park   

Erie, PAErie, PAErie, PA   
   
   

Senior High RetreatSenior High RetreatSenior High Retreat   

BREAKAWAYBREAKAWAYBREAKAWAY    
APRIL 11APRIL 11APRIL 11---13, 200813, 200813, 2008   

   

Guest Speakers and Worship Leader 
 

Dan Smith - Storyteller preacher 
Steve Lillis - Founder of Gospel 

Trick Shot Ministries 
Rafael Lara & Friends -  Worship 

 

Cost of Breakaway is $95 per person. 
Registration deadline is March 17.  
   

   

Junior High RetreatJunior High RetreatJunior High Retreat   

JOLTJOLTJOLT    
OCTOBER 17OCTOBER 17OCTOBER 17---19, 200819, 200819, 2008   

   

   

Youth Pastors/Directors and Youth Pastors/Directors and Youth Pastors/Directors and 

Spouses RetreatSpouses RetreatSpouses Retreat   
ñThe Balancing ActòñThe Balancing ActòñThe Balancing Actò   

Speakers: Ben and Amy DiStefano 
May 14-16, 2008 

Riverside Inn, Cambridge Springs, PA 
 

Rev. Ben and Amy 

DiStefano will be offer-

ing their knowledge and 

life experiences in the 

four workshop sessions 

for ñBalancing Family 

Life and Ministry.ò Get a different per-

spective and gain wisdom on how to 

have stability in your life connecting 

family and ministry. Cost of the retreat 

is $340/couple. Golf will be available 

at an additional charge. Registration 

deadline is April 28.  

 
 
 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
PASTORèS CONFERENCE 

February 22 -25, 2008  
Cincinnati, OH  

 

For more information and/or to register 
go to http://conference.youthministry 
.com/index.asp. 

 
 
 

GLOBAL IMPACT 
April 26, 2008  

A one day event to expose and moti-
vate middle and high school students 
to fulfill their part in the Great Com-
mission. Get details at their website: 
www.urbanimpactpittsburgh.org/
globalimpact 
 
 
 

Called to Serve  
Rescheduled 

November 7 -9, 2008  
A weekend conference for high 

school students to explore their call to 
missions and ministry. Also training 
for youth pastors is included. More 

details to follow this spring. 
 
 

 

òShare the 
Rideó 

Childrenôs Mission    

Project 2007-2008 
 

ñShare the Rideò with Rev. Robert and 

Cheryl Fugate and Tom Orme, Director of 

ñVision for Chile.ò ***Please Note: Rev. 

Fugate was graciously presented with a 

van for the girlsô home. He also ministers 

to a boysô home in Linares, Chile. The 

money donated for the van will be redi-

rected to the boysô home. The PowerPoint 

Presentation will be revised to show the 

change. If you would like to have a copy, 

contact Ruby at the District Office by 

phone 814-938-6920 or email pisz-

kerr@cmawpa.org. 

 

D i s c i p l e m a k i n g  M i n i s t r i e s 
M r s .  C h e r y l  G r o s s o e h m e ,  D i r e c t o r 

      The Vital Force EventsThe Vital Force EventsThe Vital Force Events   
      

2008 Senior Adult Luncheons2008 Senior Adult Luncheons2008 Senior Adult Luncheons    
òDelightful to GodóòDelightful to GodóòDelightful to Godó   

Guests: òClowns for JesusóGuests: òClowns for JesusóGuests: òClowns for Jesusó   
   

April 22 -  Washington C&MA  

April 23 -  Erie First C&MA  

April 24 -  Mahaffey Camp  
 

You will have a fun, hilarious, side-splitting 
afternoon. Be inspired with the antics of 
òRootie-Tootó and òToot-Sweetó and their 
extraordinary ministry. Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit they entertain and minis-
ter to children of òalló ages. Cost of the 
luncheon is $12 per person. Menus will 
vary at each location. 

 

Abraham and Sarah  
òJourney of Loveó 

June 24 -25, 2008  
Living Water Theatre  

Lancaster, PA  
Registration deadline May 20  

 
Senior Adult RecognitionSenior Adult RecognitionSenior Adult Recognition    

At Mahaffey CampAt Mahaffey CampAt Mahaffey Camp    
Tuesday, July 22, 2008Tuesday, July 22, 2008Tuesday, July 22, 2008    

   
The Vital Force ConferenceThe Vital Force ConferenceThe Vital Force Conference    

òJourney of FaithóòJourney of FaithóòJourney of Faithó   
September 22-24, 2008 

Riverside Inn, Cambridge Springs, PA 
 

Featured speaker, Rev. Don Dillavou, 
DDM at the Rocky Mt District, is a biblical 
dramatist and a creative communicator. Be 
prepared for an exciting journey back to 
Bible times to visit with some very interest-
ing characters portrayed by Don Dillavou 
including Nicodemus, Philemon and Jonah. 
Registration Deadline is August 29. 
 
 

   

To register or for more infor-
mation on any of the events 
listed on this page, contact 
Ruby at the District Office by 
phone 814-938-6920 or email 

piszkerr@cmawpa.org. 
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